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SOVIET CITIZENS PESSIMISTIC ABOUT
Americans are more optimistic about the reform programs designed by Mikhail
Gorbachev than their counterparts in the Soviet Union, says Jaro Bilocerkowycz,
assistant professor of political science at the University of Dayton who has just
returned from a tour of the Soviet Union and Poland.
"There is a great deal of skepticism about Gorbachev succeeding," said
Bilocerkowycz. "The people like the idea of reform, but they don't think it will
work. His legacy is the political distrust that existed before he came to office and
it's now simply being applied to him."
One by-product of Gorbachev's reform efforts has been the outbreak of ethnic
violence. "His various reforms have brought the ethnic strife in the Soviet Union to
the surface," said Bilocerkowycz. "The strife has always been there, but since the
authorities said there was no problem, the people had no way of channeling those
feelings. Now they are articulating what they want and the authorities are seeing
there is much more discord than they surmised."
Bilocerkowycz accompanied 24 UD students on a May 9-June 5 tour of eastern Europe.
The group left the Soviet Union for Poland, witnessing the political campaign which
led to the triumphant election for Solidarity. "Solidarity is now in the difficult
position of deciding whether or not to enter the executive side of government as part
of a coalition with the Polish authorities," said Bilocerkowycz. If they do, he says,
they will inherit the problems caused by the authorities as well as the responsibility
for solving them.
For media interviews, contact Jaro Bilocerkowycz at 297-0687.
DEATH OF IRAN'S AYATOLLAH KHOMEINI WILL NOT CAUSE DRAMATIC CHANGES
The transition of power in Iran following the death of the 86-year-old Ayatollah
Ruholla Khomeini was so well organized it was "almost like a miracle," said Mohammed
Karim, UD assistant professor of electrical engineering and member of the Islamic
Center of Dayton.
"It looks like things have stabilized, and I don't think there will be a dramatic
change in the country," he said. "The movement was truly not a movement of only
Khomeini. My feeling is that his legacy will live for a long time.
"The United States may have disliked him, but his position in Iran was very secure
and popular," said Karim. "He was not good for everybody, but a great majority of the
population was comfortable with him." The outpouring of grief for the leader was
"very natural," said Karim. "Something of that order was e xpected. There was a
similar outpouring when Gamal Masser of Egypt died. In any Islamic death, the
mourning period is 40 days. People will distribute food, goods and money to the poor
and needy and hope this might contribute to their own goodness in this world."
For media interviews, contact Mohammed f arim at 229-3984 or 436-3624.
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